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Model Tuition Book Access 
stipend Release Time Education Compensation Commitment 

Early 
Childhood 
Associate 

Degree 
Scholarship 

Teachers 
Option 1 

95% 
95 % 

yes 

Up to 6 
hours/week 9- 15 semester 

hours/year @ NC 
community College in 

Early Childhood 
Education 

3-4% Raise Additional year 
in sponsoring 

center  
Teachers 
Option 2 90 % 3 hours/week $675-$825 

Bonus 

Family Child 
Care Provider 95 % 95 % 16 hours/ 

semester $475 Bonus 
Additional year 
as family child 
care provider 

Directors 
Model 1 95 % 95 % 

N/A 

12- 15 semester 
hours/year @ NC 

community College in 
Early Childhood 

Education 

$475-725 
Bonus  

Additional year 
in sponsoring 

center  
Directors 
Model 2 95 % 95 % 

Associate 
Degree Quick 

Start/Final 
Step 

Scholarship 

Licensed 
early care 

and 
education 
programs 90 % 

90 % 3 hours/week 
7 semester hours/year 

@NC Community 
College 

$475 Bonus 
9 months in 
sponsoring 

center 

Part Day 
licensed 

school-age & 
pre-school 
programs 

95% N/A 
4-7 semester 

hours/year @ NC 
Community College 

$150 bonus 
Additional year 
in child care in 

NC 

Associate Degree Scholars $1,250 capped scholarship/semester for up to 5 
semesters 

Up to 12 credit hours/ 
semester N/A 

Six months for 
each semester 

award 

Early 
Childhood 
Associate 

Degree 
Graduate 
College 
Transfer 

Teacher 
Option 1 

90 % 
95 % 

yes 

Up to 6 
hours/week 9 - 15 semester 

hours/year @ NC 
community College in 

Early Childhood 
Education 

3% Raise Additional year 
in sponsoring 

center Teacher 
Option 2 90 % 3 hours/week $675 Bonus 

Family Child 
Care Provider 95 % 95 % 16 hours/ 

semester $475 Bonus 
Additional year 
as family child 
care provider 

Director 
Model 1 90 % 90 % 

N/A 

12- 15 semester 
hours/year @ NC 

community College in 
Early Childhood 

Education 

$725 Bonus Additional year 
in sponsoring 

center Director 
Model 2 95 % 95 % $475 Bonus 

 
NC Early 

Childhood  
Administration  

Credential 

Model 1 
Option 1 

90 % 90 % yes N/A 2-12 semester hours @ 
NC Community College, 
needed to earn the N.C. 

Early Childhood 
Administration 

Credential 

$300 Bonus 
upon earning 
the NCECAC 

Additional year in 
sponsoring 

center 
Model 1 
Option 2 

$150 Bonus 
upon earning 
the NCECAC 

Additional year in 
child care in NC 

Model 2 95 % 95 % Additional year 
operating 

sponsoring child 
care program 

Early 
Childhood 

(Infant Toddler 
and Preschool) 

Certificate 

Teacher 
Option 1 

90% 90% yes 3 hours/week Up to 18 semester 
hours at Community 

College in early 
childhood Education 

$675 Bonus 
based on 

number of 
credits 

Additional year in 
sponsoring 

center 

Teacher 
Option 2 

$825 Bonus 
based on 

number of 
credits 

Family Child 
Care 

Provider 

95% 95% $475 Bonus 
based on 

number of 
credits 

Additional year 
as family child 
care provider 

Director 90-95% 90-
95% 

N/A $475-725 
Bonus based 
on number of 

credits 

Additional year in 
sponsoring 

center 

 



 

Model Tuition Book Access 
stipend Release Time Education Compensation Commitment 

Early 
Childhood 
Bachelor’s 

Degree 
Scholarship 

Teachers 
Option 1 

90 % 90 % 

yes 

Up to 6 
hours/week 9 - 15 semester 

hours/year @ a state 
university in Early 

Childhood Education 

4% Raise 
Additional Year in 
sponsoring center 

plus additional year 
in child care in NC 

Teachers 
Option 2 

3 hours/ 
week $725 Bonus 

Directors and 
Owners 

90 % - 
95 % 

90 % - 
95 % N/A $475 - $725 

Bonus 
Bachelor Degree 

Quick Start/Final Step 
Scholarship 

90 % 95 N/A 
6 semester hours/year 

@4-year College or 
university 

$475 bonus 9 months in 
sponsoring center 

Bachelor's Degree Practicum 
Only $3,000 stipend 

Up to 240 
hours/ 

semester 

Remain enrolled in 
Bachelor’s Degree 

Program 
N/A 

6 months in 
sponsoring center 

plus 6 months in the 
field 

 

BA Plus 

for Teachers 
and Family 

Home 
Providers 

90 % 90 % 
yes 

48 hours/ 
semester 

9 - 15 semester 
hours/year @ a 

participating college/ 
university in an Early 
Childhood focused 

license, certificate or 
Master’s Degree 

Program 

 
$575 - $725 

Bonus 

Six months in 
sponsoring center 

or operating Family 
Child Care Home 

plus six months in 
the field 

For Directors 
and Owners 

90 % - 
95% 

90 % - 
95 % N/A Additional Year in 

sponsoring center 

For ECE 
Community 
Specialists 

$1000 per course N/A N/A 

9-18 semester 
hours/year @ a 

participating college/ 
university in an Early 
Childhood focused 

license, certificate or 
Master’s Degree 

Program 

$175 bonus per 
course 

completed 

9-12 credits-6 
months with 

employer 
 

12-18 credits-1 year 
with employer 

Birth - Kindergarten Practicum 
Only $3,000 stipend 

Up to 240 
hours/ 

semester 

Remain enrolled in 
Birth-Kindergarten 

Program 
N/A 

6 months in 
sponsoring center 

plus 6 months in the 
field 

Preschool Add-On License 
Scholarship 

$500 - $2,000 capped scholarship award based 
on educational plan 1 - 25 semester hours $100 - $400 

Bonus 

6 months for each 
capped scholarship 

award 

Master’s Degree in Education 
with an Emphasis in Early 
Childhood Leadership and 
Management Scholarship 

100% for up to 18 credit hours/year 

9-18 semester 
hours/year at 
participating 

university 

$250 - $500 
Bonus 

1 year in Early 
Childhood field with 
at least 6 months at 

sponsoring 
employer 

Early Care and Education 
Community Specialist 

Scholarship 

$350 - $625 capped scholarship award per 
course for up to 18 credits/year 

At least 9 semester 
hours/year @ NC 

Community College or 
University 

$100 - $150 per 
course 

Work 6–12 months 
with employing 

organization 

Early Childhood Working 
Scholars 

$625 - $1,250 capped scholarship award per 
semester based on degree level 

6 semester 
hours/semester @NC 
Community College or 

university 

$350 - $700 
Bonus based on 

number of 
credits and 
semesters 

6 months in ECE 
field for every 

capped scholarship 
award/semester 

CDA Assessment 85% Assessment Fee 
Must have completed 
all requirements for 

CDA Assessment 
$200 Bonus 

3 to 6 months in 
field/sponsoring 

center/ family child 
care home 

CDA Renewal 85% Renewal Fee 
Must have completed 
all requirements for 

CDA Renewal 
$100 Bonus 

3 to 6 months in 
field/sponsoring 

center/ family child 
care home 

CDA Renewal Course Only 90-95 % 
tuition 

90-95 % 
books yes N/A 

3 semester hours 
@NC Community 
College in Early 

Childhood Education 

$125 Bonus 

3 months in 
sponsoring center/ 

family child care 
home 

CDA Quorum Teaching 
Strategies 100% books 100% Assessment Fee 

Must have completed 
all requirements for 

CDA Assessment 
$200 Bonus 6 months in ECE 

field 



 

 

 
Model Tuition Book Access 

stipend Release Time Education Compensation Commitment 

Associate Degree for Early 
Childhood Apprentices 

100% 100% yes 3 hours/ 
week 

9- 15 semester 
hours/year @ NC 

community College in 
Early Childhood 

Education $675 Bonus 

Additional year in 
sponsoring center 

 

Bachelor’s Degree for Early 
Childhood Apprentices 

9 - 15 semester 
hours/year @ a state 

university in Early 
Childhood Education 

Additional year in 
sponsoring center 

 
 


